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Sustainable focus + cornerstones

Betriebshof Grötzingen

The current Bauhof of the 
municipality of Grötzingen is 
too small and split between 
two different locations, which 
prevents a smooth and effi-
cient workflow. Just outside 
of Grötzingen, a new Bauhof 
is to be built on a green area 
of almost 3000m², which will 
bundle all functions at one lo-
cation. The new building is to 
have sufficient space for stor-
age areas both outdoors and 
indoors, garages for a wide 
variety of works and vehi-
cles, as well as various work-
shops such as wood, met-

New construction of a Bauhof
 in Grötzingen under the aspect of 
sustainability with Re-Use material 

from the Anne-Frank 
School in Karlsruhe.

al, painting and electronics, 
and the associated adminis-
tration and changing rooms 
for those working there. 
The guiding principles of 
the design were efficient 
space-saving construction in 
combination with function-
ality and deconstructabili-
ty. The aim was to design a 
durable and robust building 
that could be dismantled af-
ter its lifetime and the green 
space returned to nature.  
A depot has certain climatic 
requirements for the different 
uses of the building. The ga-
rage should only be dry and 
protected, the storage areas 
should be frost-free, the work-
shops should have a pleasant 
working environment, and the 

office and changing rooms 
should offer year-round com-
fort. We clearly separated 
these different layers in our 
design and applied them as 
a kind of modular system 
to an always constant con-
struction logic. The different 
climate zones were divided 
into two equal volumes and 
placed slightly offset from 
each other on the site that a 
work yard and a storage yard 
spans in front of it. The two 
buildings are connected by a 
pallet storage rack, which also 
provides access to the upper 
floor. The pallet rack makes 
it possible to significantly 
reduce the outdoor storage 
areas and thus minimizes 
the soil sealing of the site. 
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In order to get the desired space 
program onto the 3000 m² plot 
without building on the peripheral 
areas to protect the adjacent trees, 
only the center of the elongated 
plot remains. Also, vehicle access 
can only be provided via the road 
to the west. The entire volume was 
divided into the different climatic 
zones and summarized in the first 

step. 

To ensure better accessibility and 
to make better use of the remain-
ing space, the building was divided 
into two equal volumes and slight-
ly rotated. The uses were logically 
divided according to the individu-
al requirements. The warm areas 
such as offices and sanitary facil-
ities were placed on the second 
floor. This reduces the built foot-

print even further.  

The roofs of the two buildings 
are sloped about 10 degrees and 
are also used. The southern roof 
of the garage and storage for the 
civil engineering works is a light 
PV construction and generates 
enough energy for the building’s 
own needs. The north facing roof 
is a green roof and provides space 
for plants and insects. Since this 
building has rather a higher re-
quirement for space comfort, a 
green roof with its dimensions 

lends itself here. 

The two buildings are connected 
by a pallet rack storage. In two lay-
ers, the rack stands in front of the 
facade and serves as access, sun 
and rain protection and, of course, 
as an efficient storage area. This 
allows outdoor storage areas to 
be reduced by almost half, which 
in turn minimizes ground sealing. 
The shelving serves as an en-
trance, safe access to the offices, 
meeting point, break terrace and of 
course as a flexible storage space 

for all imaginable items. 
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The property is located about 1 km 
north of Grötzingen. In the imme-
diate neighborhood against over 
the road is a large garden center. 
Diagonally opposite is a farm and 
the local tennis club. The property 
is surrounded by many trees and 
a mountain bike/BMX track. The 
road leads from Grötzingen to the 
lake, where many people cool off 

in the summer. 
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